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About the FBC

The Flathead Basin Commission was 
established in 1983 by the Montana Legislature 
to protect the existing high quality of the 
Flathead Lake aquatic environment; the 
waters that flow into, out of, or are tributaries 
to the Lake and; the natural resources and 
environmentof the Flathead Basin.
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(1) to monitor the existingcondition of natural resourcesin the basinandcoordinatedevelopmentof
an annual monitoring plan. This plan must involve a cooperativestrategy among all land and water
managementagencieswithin the Flatheadbasinand identify proposedand neededmonitoring which
emphasizesbut isnot limited to the aquaticresourcesof the Flatheadbasin.

(2) to encourageclose cooperation and coordination between federal, state, provincial, tribal, and
local resource managers for establishment of compatible resource development standards,
comprehensivemonitoring,anddatacollectionandinterpretation;

(3) to encourageand work for international cooperation and coordination between the state of
Montana and the Province of British Columbia concerning the undertaking of natural resource
monitoring and use of consistent standards for management of resource development activities
throughout the North ForkFlatheadRiverdrainageportion of the Flatheadbasin;

(4) to encourageeconomic development and use of the basin's resourcesto their fullest extent
without compromisingthe presenthighqualityof the Flatheadbasin'saquaticenvironment;

(5) to, in the discretionof the commission,undertake investigationsof resourceutilization and hold
publichearingsconcerningthe conditionof FlatheadLakeandFlatheadbasin;

(6) to submitto the governorand,asprovidedin 5-11-210, to the legislaturea biennial report

(7) to meet at leastsemi-annuallywithin the FlatheadBasin, alternatingthe meetingsite betweenthe
citiesof KalispellandPolson.

Statutory Duties

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0050/chapter_0110/part_0020/section_0100/0050-0110-0020-0100.html


Current Priorities

Nonpoint Source Pollution
ÅPollutants that come from many undiscernible, 

unconfined, and indiscrete land use activities ς
ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ

ÅTransported via runoff or subsurface flow to 
waterbodies or groundwater 

ÅCommon nonpoint pollutants include sediment, 
nutrients, pathogens, temperature changes, 
metals, salinity, etc. 

άbƻƴǇƻƛƴǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ largest contributor of water quality 
problems on a statewide basiswhen compared to point sources of 
ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΦέ ςMT DEQ, 2017
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Septic Leachate Overview

ÅSeptic leachateςthe liquid that remains after wastewater 
drains through septic solids

ÅCan be one form of nonpoint source pollution if septic 
systems are:
ҦSited in densities that exceed the treatment capacity of regional 

soils 
ҦPoorly designed, installed, operated, or maintained

ÅStudies of septic leachate in MT date back to 1977 ςlittle 
movement in ~50 years

Åhƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ a¢ Ƙŀǎ άǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŘŜέ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ōǳǘ 
only handful of counties have gone above and beyond 
minimum design & installation standards

ÅCumulative impacts of existing, aging systems not addressed

ÅHomeowner knowledge of maintenance BMPs suspected to 
be low ςEducation is not enough to change behavior
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